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neighbor and serve God by serv-
ing your neighbor.  Please don’t 
ask who is my neighbor? 
(Otherwise, you will hear Jesus 
tell a really good story to answer 
just that question.) 

We are not just starting from 
scratch when it comes to needing 
folks to step up.  Erin, Emily, 

I am going to be brutally honest   
. . . I am glad that 2018 is done.  
It has been a hard year for this 
church and for me, personally.   
How we enter 2019 is going to be 
even more important as a con-
gregation.  What I mean by this, 
is that we are going to need to 
take on responsibilities normally 
handled by staff and others.  We 
can no longer depend on the oth-
er person making it happen.   We 
need the help of all of our mem-
bers to move forward in mission 
in 2019. 

I am not so naïve as to think that 
everyone will drop what they are 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 

doing and step up.  However, we 
need many more of our members 
to take on the tasks at hand.  
Whether it is worship, education, 
committee work, outreach minis-
tries, Mardi Gras, Block Party, 
Potlucks or community meals 
(just to name a few), we need 
more co-workers to do what God 
has been calling us to do! 

I believe 2019 is a watershed 
year for this congregation.  If we 
cannot bring folks together to do 
God’s mission, well maybe we 
should ask what is God’s mission 
for this church?  The answer is 
two-fold: love God and love your 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
We Can do This! 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 
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April, Jan and Chris, committees 
and council have all asked for 
workers in the fields of ministry 
and trust me, there is more than 
enough to do.  Not just for the 
sake of doing, but making a real 
difference in the lives of others.   

It is my sincere hope and prayer 
that the many folks who make up 

Pastor’s Logos CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

 

The Faith in Action committee has put together a plan to feed the 
hungry in our in west-central Omaha through the community 
meals program.    First Baptist Church will no longer host the com-
munity meals and there is still a very great need right here in our 
own backyard. 

On Saturday, January. 26th from 11:30  am to 1 pm, St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church will host the first of our once a month year-round 
community meals in our Family Life Center.  These meals are 
offered to any and all who are hungry and/or just don’t want to 
eat a meal alone.  No one will be turned away, if you want to eat, 
we have a place for you. 

The community meals at St. Paul’s are just one of the ways we 
serve God by serving others.  If you are interested in being a vol-
unteer, contact Megan Moslander or the church office.  We 
would love to have your help and I know you will find it a reward-
ing experience.  We have a need for meal planners/leaders, people 
to prepare the meal and people to serve and clean-up.  We’ll also 
need people to provide desserts.   

Future dates for the meals will be posted on our Church calendar, 
online and on our video bulletin boards.  If you have questions 
and/or would like to help, there is always a place for those who 
wish to serve and a place for those who need a good meal.    

St. Paul’s to Host Community 
Meals Beginning January 26 

2019 Semi-Annual 
Meeting January 20th 
To help in gathering as many 
members as possible for this 
first congregational meeting of 
the year, the schedule for 
church services will be the fol-
lowing: 

NO WORSHIP SERVICE  
Saturday, January 19th  

NO 8:30AM WORSHIP SERVICE  
Sunday, January 20th  

Sunday School  
& Milestone Ministry  

9:30-10:30 am 
Sunday, January 20th 

ALL MEMBER WORSHIP 
10:30 am 

Sunday, January 20th 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 
11:05am 

in the Sanctuary 

SOUP  POTLUCK  
in the Family Life Center 

immediately after the meeting  

It is hoped that as many mem-
bers as possible will be able to 
attend this important meeting 
of the church.  We will be re-
viewing and voting on the 
2019 budget, voting on repre-
sentatives to the Synod As-
sembly in Kearney the first 
weekend in June and approv-
ing the nominating committee 
to gather names for the coun-
cil ballot to be voted on at the 
June annual meeting.  There 
will be time for questions and 
discussion about the mission 
and ministries of St. Paul’s.  
Please plan to attend this 
gathering of God’s people as 
we move forward in mission. 

this congregation will see the 
need and act accordingly.  This 
church is filled with wonderful 
giving people and still there is 
work to be done, lives to be 
changed and compassion to be 
shared.  My brothers and sisters 
in Christ, we can do this, because 
God will help us do so! 

Pastor Paul 
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Karen Hansen is President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.    
Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

I am indeed writing this just days 
before Christmas, but I have 
been giving a lot of thought to 
the New Year, and could it really 
be 2019?  Then I heard a song on 
the radio that truly tells what I 
feel and what I pray for.  My dad 
and I shared a favorite poet, Hen-
ry Wadsworth Longfellow. He 
wrote the words to “I Heard the 
Bells on Christmas Day” in 1863 
during the Civil War.  I found the 
words say exactly how I feel as 
2019 comes in.  I believe Mr. 
Longfellow would not mind if I 
shared them, especially the last 3 
verses. 

And in despair I bowed my head: 
“There is no peace on Earth,” I 
said,  
For hate is strong and mocks the 
song of peace on Earth good, will 
to men. 

Yet peeled the bell more loud 
and deep, “GOD IS NOT DEAD, 

A Member’s Perspective: 
Peace on Earth! 

BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

NOR DOTH HE SLEEP!   
The wrong shall fail, the right 
prevail with peace on Earth, good 
will to men. 

Then ringing singing on its way, 
the World revolved from night to 
day— 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
Of PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL 
TO MEN.  

May 2019 be a year of Peace and 
Hope for all.   

Love and Blessings, 
Karen 

 

 

Deep cleaning and reorganizing has been hap-
pening in the church kitchen. We are blessed 
with a very good kitchen and pantry. Please be 
respectful as you use them.  Your consideration 
is appreciated by the kitchen team and by those 
who will use these facilities after you.          

Got Thrivent Choice 
Dollars? 
Thank you to those who have 
designated Thrivent Choice Dol-
lars  to St. Paul’s.  This year the 
funds were used for the new 
freezer, the Block Party, hospitali-
ty, hand bell servicing and re-
pairs, and Baptismal basket 
books.  In the past, these Dollars 
were used to fund a large out-
door storage shed, a 24-foot lad-
der, restroom restoration, nurse-
ry monitoring system, bulletin 
boards, paraments, outside sign-
age and Children’s Bibles for the 
pews.  These funds are from 
Thrivent and of no loss to you 
financially.  If you have Choice 
Dollars available and would like 
assistance in designating them, 
contact Arno or Betty Neben at 
402-331-5282 or at ane-
ben@cox.net.  Remember, you 
must redesignate these funds 
each year. 

 

Coffee With the Council 

January 13th 
9:30 am  

in the Commons 
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On the weekend of January 6, 
our second mile offering will be 
collected for the LUTHERAN 
DISASTER RESPONSE - ELCA.  
This fund is used by the ELCA to 
help with disasters that occur in 
the United States and its territo-
ries.  This year we have again 
seen devastating fires, floods, 
and other weather disaster 
events.  The explanation taken 
from the ELCA website about 
their mission states: “We are a 
church that is a catalyst, con-
vener and bridge builder. Lu-
theran Disaster Response col-
laborates with other disaster 
response organizations and reli-
gious entities in the United 
States and around the world. 
This enables the greatest stew-
ardship of resources and maxi-

The Second Mile 
Your Opportunity to Help the Less Fortunate 

mum impact of response. We 
are a welcome partner because 
we respect the perspectives and 
strengths of others. 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
strives to help the church con-
tinue to be church in the midst 
of disaster — following Christ’s 
call to bring hope and healing to 
our neighbor in need. Some key 
areas of work include: 

 Providing emotional and spir-
itual care for people who have 
been affected by a disaster 
and for leaders who respond 
to a disaster 

 Coordinating volunteers 
through our local affiliates 

 Assisting refugees in a holistic 
way by meeting the varied 
needs of the community 

 Promoting disaster risk-
reduction by helping commu-
nities build their assets there-
by reducing the effects of like-
ly disasters 

 Providing long-term recovery 
efforts by addressing the un-
met needs months or even 
years after a disaster strikes. 

 

St. Paul's will hold a 
"Ministry Fair" January 
12th, 13th, and 20th.  We 
plan to provide space in 
the Commons for various 
ministries to tell their story 
and educate all of us and 
provide opportunities for 

service.  Please participate 
by preparing to explain 
your ministry (let us know 
so we can allocate space), 
viewing all the ministry in-
formation, and being open 
to new ways to serve our 
church and community. 

Ministry Fair Coming in January! 

On the weekend of January 20th 
a collection will be taken for St. 
Paul’s Community Meals.  Our 
first meal will be Saturday, Janu-
ary 26th in the Family Life Cen-
ter.  Meals will be served from 
11:30 until 12:30. 

This is a new endeavor to reach 
out to Millard-area families on 
one Saturday a month.  Janu-
ary’s menu is sloppy joes, salad, 
green beans and dessert.  Since 
this is a new outreach of this 
church coordinated by the Faith 
in Action Task Force, besides 
contributing to this offering we 
ask you to consider becoming 
actively involved with your time 
and talents in this ministry to 
our local area.  We will need 
workers to prepare, serve, clean
-up and bake desserts for this 
meal and the meals in following 
months.  

Look for the article elsewhere in 
the Connection concerning 
Community Meals.  JOIN US in 
following Christ by feeding the 
hungry of Millard and Omaha. 
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Faith Formation  
BY  EMILY  DALEN 

Join us this January for J-Term! Throughout the month, Confirmation 
and SPIRIT students, along with parents, will gather for hot topic 
presentations. These gatherings are designed to provide information 
and resources, but also open doors for communication between family 
members. These gatherings will take the place of regularly scheduled 
confirmation classes from 7-8 pm each Wednesday and parents are 
asked to attend with their child. Meet in the sanctuary.  

The topics that we’ll cover include the following: 

January 9:    Depression and Anxiety in Youth . . . What You Should Know  
Janette Stallings-Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner, Great Plains 
Mental Health 

January 16: FAITH5 Meets Neuro-Education Meets the Science of Faith 
and Fun 

Dr. Rich Melheim-Founder/CEO, RICH Learning Global, the 
RICH Learning International Foundation, the Preschool Incu-
bators Project, Faith Inkubators, the Faith Inkubators Foun-
dation, and curator of Cross+Gen Life 

January 23 &  30: Parenting the iGen and Smart Digital Branding 
 Amie Konwinski-Foundser/CEO Smart Girls Society** 

**Smart Girls Society works with guys and girls and these 
sessions are designed for everyone.** 

Don’t have 6th-12th grade kids involved at St. Paul’s? Interested in a top-
ic listed? Please plan to attend. Everyone is welcome! 

J-Term in January 

Wednesday Night Faith 
Formation Opportunities  

WILL NOT be held on 
Wednesday, January 2  

Sunday School will resume 
on January 6  

Wednesday Night  
opportunities will resume 

on January 9 

Baptism GIFT  
Gathering 
January 13 
Everyone is invited to join us 
for a GIFT (Growing in Faith 
Together) Gathering on Sun-
day, January 13 at 9:30 am in 
the Family Life Center. We’ll 
learn about Jesus’ baptism, 
our baptism and celebrate 
those who have been bap-
tized in 2018. If your family 
celebrated a baptism this 
year, please bring your bap-
tism candle along. Others are 
also welcome to bring their 
candle if they choose.  

Those who were baptized in 
2018 will also be celebrated 
in worship on January 13th.  

Please let Emily know if your 
family will attend the 8:30 am 
or 10:30 am service. 

Second graders and parents are 
invited to a Bible Milestone 
class on Sundays, January 20 
and 27 at 9:45 am in the chapel. 
Together we’ll learn about the 
new Bible that students will re-
ceive. We’ll celebrate in wor-
ship with your family, and pre-
sent the Bibles to students, at 

Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Formation.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

Bible Milestone Classes in January 

the 10:30 am worship service on 
January 27. Please plan to pick 
up your child’s Bible and pass it 
around to family and friends to 
highlight a verse for your child. 
Let Emily know if you have 
questions. Bibles are in the 
Commons. 
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Faith Formation CONTINUED 

Come to the Manger Worship Service Held  

Thank you to the children and 
families that led worship on De-
cember 16th. Thank you also to 
the parents and teachers that 
worked with kids on songs, their 
parts of the service, and assisted 
on the day of the service. It was 
great to sing with the Choir for 
Christ! Your invitation to “Come 
to the Manger” brought great joy 
and helped us to celebrate 
Christ’s birth. 

Enjoy additional photos on the 
next page. 
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Confirmation and SPIRIT partici-
pated in a Christmas Photo Scav-
enger Hunt. They had to take pic-
tures of their whole group with 
things such as Santa beards made 
out of shaving cream, a congre-

Come to the Manger CONTINUED FROM PAGE  6 

Faith Formation CONTINUED 

Christmas Photo Scavenger Hunt 

gation member's pet, caroling for 
a congregation member, 
wrapped as a gift, sledding, activ-
ity out a nativity scene, or with a 
Rudolph yard ornament.  

Enjoy more photos on the next page 
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Faith Formation CONTINUED 

Christmas Photo Scavenger Hunt   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 

Calling all confirmation students 
and parents . . .  The Nebraska 
Synod’s Middle School Gathering 
will be held from 10 am on Janu-
ary 19th until 2 pm on January 
20th at First Lutheran Church in 
Kearney, NE.  If your student is 
interested in attending, please let 

Emily know ASAP. The cost is 
$55 .  We also need parents to 
attend and drive (St. Paul’s will 
cover the cost of parents attend-
ing).  If there is a financial need 
to student, please don’t hesitate 
to talk with Emily. 

Middle School Gathering January 19th & 20th 

2019 Denver Mission Trip 

We still have a few available spots for the mission trip on June 23-29.  

Please submit your $100 deposit to April to reserve your spot. 
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Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

When I first met Mikah Meyer, I 
was a college freshman at the 
Lutheran Student Center at UNL. 
Mikah’s father, Larry Meyer, was 
the pastor, and Mikah was a 
goofy, happy-go-lucky middle 
school kid. I remember him being 
around the Student Center fre-
quently, and he always seemed 
to be completely at ease around 
the college crowd. We struck up 
a bit of a friendship even then, 
perhaps because of our shared 
interest in music. He even called 
me by a silly nickname, which he 
still uses to this day. Over the 
years, we have kept in touch 
through social media and the oc-
casional visit, and I have watched 
that goofy middle school kid be-
come an incredible musician, 
teacher, world traveler, and ad-
vocate.  

Join Today Show-featured Na-
tional Cathedral countertenor 
singer and national parks adven-
turer Mikah Meyer in worship at 
St. Paul’s on February 9th and 10th 

Worship  

Mikah Meyer February 9th and 10th 
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

for music and a message inspired 
by his nonstop, 3-year road trip 
to all 418 National Park Service 
sites. As heard on NPR, Mikah has 
spent the past 33 months living 
in a cargo van while attempting 
to set a world record as the 
youngest person to visit all 418 
National Park Service sites. He’s 
using the media attention to 
share a carpe diem message in-
spired by his father’s early pass-
ing from cancer, to provide a 
positive image of LGBT people, 
and to foster acceptance for 
LGBT Christians. To keep this pro-

ject going, he “sings for his sup-
per” and receives donations at 
churches across the United 
States. 
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Megan Moslander is Director of Stewardship & Development.  Contact Megan at mmoslander@splcomaha.org 

Stewardship 
Why Does God Want Me to Give? 
by Cortni Marrazzo for Crosswalk.com  

If you’ve been a Christian for any length of time, I’m 
sure you’ve heard and read about how we are sup-
posed to be giving people. While we may accept and 
agree with that, many of us have an inner dialogue 
that occurs when God asks us to give something. We 
wonder why God is asking us to give, especially if we 
don’t have much to begin with. Can’t God ask some-
one who has more money? Can’t he find another 
way to come up with this money or other need? 
After all, he is God! 

Giving . . . sacrificial giving to be more specific . . . 
can be a hard pill to swallow, especially when we 
find ourselves in tough financial times. Why does 
God want us to give when it seems like we are 
fighting to cover our expenses at every turn? Or 
when we finally have a little extra after going 
through some lean times? Why does God seem to 
value our giving more when we have less to give 
(Mark 12:41-44)? 

While we may question God’s specific ways at times, 
we can ultimately rest in the fact that he knows 
what is best for us. “My thoughts are nothing like 
your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far 
beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than 
your thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9). Even though God’s 
thoughts are beyond our understanding, thankfully 
he often does give us a glimpse of why he does 
things a certain way. 

When it comes to giving, God doesn’t need our 
money or our things. What he needs is us, and the 
process of giving blesses us and changes us, as well 
as brings him glory. Sometimes I love how God is 
multifaceted and synergistic, using situations in our 
lives for more than just one purpose. To illustrate, 
let’s look at some of the purposes God establishes 
when we obey and give. 

Our Giving Changes Us 
When we give, we are obeying God and doing what 
is uncomfortable, which helps us grow and be who 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  11 

God has called us to be. Abraham was willing to give 
his only son after God asked him to, and I believe 
that experience helped prepare him to be the man 
of faith that he was. God can do so much more 
through a wise, giving, mature person than a person 
who is overly concerned with possessions of this 
world. Our money and belongings can disappear or 
get destroyed at any time and if we place too much 
value on them, we will be devastated when they are 
gone. God wants our treasure and worth to be with 
those things that can never be destroyed or taken 
from us, namely himself and the people he has put 
in our lives. “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, 
where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and 
where thieves break in and steal. Store your treas-
ures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot de-
stroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherev-
er your treasure is, there the desires of your heart 
will also be” (Matthew 6:19-21). 

As God changes our hearts to be more like him and 
our eyes to see things his way, we learn to focus on 

As of December 18th, we have received 99 
pledges totaling $458,465.   

By this time in 2018, we had received 24 
more pledges and the pledged amount was 
up by $75,900.   Pledging is important so 
that the budgets can be set up and ap-
proved at the semi-annual meeting.  If you 
have not yet turned in your pledge card, 
there is still time to turn it in.   

COMMITMENT  2019 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mr+12:41-44
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+55:8-9
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+6:19-21
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what is eternally important instead of on the tem-
poral things of this world. Paul reminded the Corin-
thians to do this: “So we don’t look at the troubles 
we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things 
that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will 
soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last 
forever” (2nd Corinthians 4:18). By opening our eyes 
to what God may be doing behind the scenes, we 
can step out in faith, obey when he asks us to give, 
and rest in his plan in the midst of unknowns and 
seemingly scary circumstances. 

Our Giving Brings Glory to God 

Giving simply is not part of our sinful human nature. 
We are born looking out for our own desires and 
comfort. As we grow up and learn values, especially 
as we get to know God and submit our lives to him, 
he changes us to be others-minded and to trust in 
him to meet our needs. The fact that selfish, sinful 
human hearts can be changed to put others first can 
only be attributed to God, thus our giving gives him 
glory. 

God orchestrates plans beyond anything we could 
come up with and when he asks us to give in a situa-
tion, you can be sure that the receiver of your gift 
will be blessed, because the ripple effects are be-
yond what we could even imagine. I recently experi-

enced this in a situation with a close friend of mine. 
She told me she felt God was leading her to give her 
car away. She is believing for a newer car and she 
felt God was asking her to trust him to provide and 
prove her trust by giving her current car to a family 
that really needed it. After consulting with her hus-
band and getting on the same page about it, they 
obeyed God and gave their car to the needy family. 
As you would expect, this family was extremely 
blessed and grateful. The wife immediately got on 
Facebook and posted about how her family received 
such a huge blessing. She attributed it to God and 
shared God’s glory to all her friends who read it, and 
even invited a few friends who had commented on 
her status to church with her! Add to that, her hus-
band who didn’t normally attend church came with 
her the next day to check it out! 

My friend who had given the car was extremely 
blessed by seeing how God was using her to help 
others, but it didn’t stop there. I personally was very 
inspired by her act of obedience and I began to pray 
about how I could be a blessing like that. God then 
prompted me to buy a tablet computer for that 
same friend and her husband, as I knew it would 
help her in her ministry work she does for our 
church. This was a huge stretch for me as money has 
been tight lately, but after I talked to my husband 
and he was in agreement, we took the step of faith 
and purchased the tablet for our friends. They were 
so blown away by God’s blessing for them and we 
were so blessed by being able to be a part of God’s 
plans! God worked in our friends’ hearts to trust him 
more and give more. He worked in the lives of the 
family they gave to by proving his faithfulness and 
provision and giving them a way to witness to their 
friends. God worked in my husband and me by help-
ing us step out in faith and give beyond what we 
thought we could, which led me to write this very 
article! The ripple effects of this one act of obedi-
ence have continued to occur which shows how God 
can you use one act of obedience to bless many 
different people! 

Only God knew how each of those actions would 
lead to more blessings for more people. He wants us 
to trust him when he asks us to do things that are 
uncomfortable or seem unnatural. He can do far 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortgage Reduction 

104 Pledges 

$557,484.96  

as of December 18, 2018 

Why Does God Want Me to Give? CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE 10 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  12 
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more with our small act of giving than we ever 
thought was possible! And then he gets all the glory! 

Our Giving Blesses Us 
In the situation with my friend I just mentioned, not 
only were those who received the gifts blessed, but 
each of us who gave were possibly even more 
blessed! Knowing you are being used by God in such 
a powerful way and getting to see the look on 
someone’s face when you tell them that God wants 
to bless them is absolutely priceless. That’s why he 
reminds us that it is in fact more blessed to give than 
to receive (Acts 20:35). I love the Amplified version 
of that verse because it tell us that it actually “makes 
one happier and more to be envied” to give! I know 
this firsthand when I have awesome gifts to give my 
family for Christmas and I’m more excited to give 
those gifts than to receive anything. Every year I beg 
my husband to let me give him and our son their 
gifts early because I’m so excited to bless them 
(unfortunately, he never lets me, but I guess he is 
helping me develop patience). 

God is the same way when it comes to blessing his 
kids, and he wants us to be like that too! “Give away 
your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely 
given back—given back with bonus and blessing. Giv-
ing, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets gener-
osity”(Luke 6:38 MSG). 

It seemed too perfect that my friend’s generosity 
inspired me to listen to God and be open to give, 
which in turn brought a blessing back to her. While it 
won’t always happen in this exact reciprocal way, it 
is a natural example of the spiritual law God has put 
in place. When we give, we are in turn blessed, both 
spiritually and physically. 

It’s often hard to step out and do the uncomfortable 
things that God asks us to do. It helps when we are 
reminded that God isn’t out to take from us, but ra-
ther to bless us and that he works in ways that seem 
opposite to common sense. If we simply stick to do-
ing what is easy and comfortable, then we won’t ex-
perience the amazing blessing and provision that 
only God could make happen in our lives. Our spirits 
won’t be stronger, our faith won’t be built up and 
we won’t get to experience the amazing benefits 
God has in place for us when we step out and trust 
him and give beyond ourselves. 

Why Does God Want Me to Give?  
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  11 

 
 
 
 

12 people volunteered to bring 
SOUP  for the main course 

Congregational  

SOUP 
Pot Luck 

January 20th, 12:00 noon 
Following the  

Annual Congregational meeting 

If your last name begins with: 

A – M - Please bring a dessert 

N – Z - Please bring a salad or fresh veggies  
(carrots, celery, cherry tomatoes, cucumber, etc.)   

to be put on a veggie tray. 

We will furnish breads, crackers and dip for 
the veggies, and also the drinks. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+20:35
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+6:38
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St .Paul’s Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Board Report 

REPORTED  BY JUDY  GRAY,  PRESIDENT,  ST. PAUL’S  ENDOWMENT  FUND  BOARD 

 

Dirk Lindner to Present 

Swedish Music Program 
Former St. Paul’s organist, Dirk Lindner, will be presenting a pro-

gram of Swedish music for the piano on January 13, 2019 at 3:00 

pm at Sinai Lutheran Church, 950 E 8th St., Fremont, NE.   

This program of Swedish music includes variations on Swedish 

folk songs, Swedish hymn tune pieces and music in the style of 

Swedish folk and dance music, The programs includes music in 

the Baroque, Romantic and contemporary styles.  There is no 

charge for admission. 

The St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of 
Millard’s Endowment Fund Board 
is entrusted with legacy gifts 
from members and friends of the 
church.  The Endowment Board 
has been in operation since the 
mid-1990’s and is working to cre-
ate a legacy environment at St. 
Paul’s.  These gifts are handled 
with prayerful stewardship.  In-
vestments are made to ensure 
the perpetuity of the gifts given 
to the Fund and to fund designat-
ed gifts to ministries within the 
church and to projects which 
continue the work of Jesus in 
places throughout the world.   

The members of the Endowment 
Board are active members of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church of Mil-
lard.  They are Judy Gray – Presi-
dent, Kevin Ronnenkamp – Vice-
President, Sally Runge – Secre-
tary, Sharon Welna – Treasurer, 
Jim Larson and Janet Henthorn – 
Directors.  Tom Wilson and Alex 
Williams serve as advisers.   

During 2018, the Endowment 
Board approved grants to: 

 Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries to assist in furnish-
ing their new retreat Monke 
Lodge - $3,000 

 Lutheran Campus Ministries - 
$3,000 

 Six scholarships/grants -  

$4,200 – Anna Desordi, Haley 
Renken, Matthew Rothgeb, 
Noah Pierson, Sergio Smith 
and Tyler Jacobsen. 

 Supported St. Paul’s Block 
Party - $1,400 

 Table Grace Ministries - 
$5,000 

 Support April Taggs attending 
the ELCA Youth Extravaganza 
$1,700 

In June, two new members will 
need to be elected to serve on 
the Board.  Jim Larson and Kevin 
Ronnenkamp will have served 
their 3-year terms and Judy Gray 
will have served her 5-year term. 

The St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Endowment Board will again 
have scholarships available for 
the 2019/2020 school year. 

These scholarships are availa-
ble for active members attend-
ing a University/College and/or 
technical school and have nev-
er received funds from the En-
dowment Board.  An active 
member is defined by regular 
worship attendance, serving 
within the ministries of the 
congregation, and regular con-
tributions.  The scholarship re-
cipients will need to be en-
rolled full time.   

The applications will be availa-
ble in the church office during 
January 2019 and need to be 
submitted to the church office 
by Friday, March 1st, 2019. 

 2019 Scholarship  
 Information 
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Thank You! 
We put out a request for 50 pairs of NEW White Men’s Work Socks 
for The Crossroads Connection Ministry Christmas stockings  and St. 
Paul’s responded with 137 pairs and still counting!    

Thank you for your generosity & giving during the Christmas season! 

Part-Time Position 
Available 
We Need a Coordinator of 
Communications and Mar-
keting! 

Nichole Baugh,  who served in 
the position of Communica-
tions & Marketing Coordinator  
for over a year, has taken on a 
new position that demands a 
full-time commitment.  We 
congratulate her on her new 
job and are glad she will re-
main a member here at St. 
Paul’s.  That all being said, we 
are searching for someone to 
fill the 10-hour a week posi-
tion.  This position involves all 
aspects of communication with 
a vision for marketing the min-
istries and programs here at St. 
Paul’s.  We are in need of 
someone who understands 
church and how to reach out to 
folks both in and outside the 
church.   If you are interested, 
or know of someone who 
might want to help St. Paul’s in 
its mission through communi-
cation and marketing, contact 
Pastor Paul at the office or e-
mail him at 
pcoen@splcomaha.org. 

We have met on a regular basis 
through out 2018.  The faithful 
members of the Property Com-
mittee are Joel Christensen, An-
drew Pullman, Kent Peterson, 
Tim Nelson, Chris Berger, myself 
and Pastor Paul. If anyone wants 
to join us we, would appreciate 
hearing from you. 

It has been kind of an unusual 
year with major kitchen applianc-
es having to be replaced. We pur-
chased a new ice machine, com-
mercial refrigerator , and have 
had numerous repair calls on the 
dishwasher. The gas range in the 
kitchen has had a few issues as 
well.  The most recent was that 
the ovens were not useable be-
cause the pilot light would not 
stay on.  On December 12th, the 
technician replaced defective 
parts and the oven operation was 
checked.  As of this date all the 
kitchen appliances are function-
ing properly.  

There have been roof leaks 
thought out the year and all have 
been repaired except 
one .  There was a roof leak in 
Room 204 of the Education Wing 
on Saturday, December 1st after 

2018 Facilities Report 

REPORTED  BY  GARY  MC DONALD,  PROPERTY  COORDINATOR 

the heavy rains and snow.  We 
will need to address that problem 
in the spring.  Overall, the roof 
system at St. Paul’s is in good 
condition, but we will have ongo-
ing repairs needed because of 
wear and tear. 

Other issues were for plumbing 
issues. most of which have been 
taken care of, but included the 
ladies bathroom on the main lev-
el of the Education Wing, the 
men's bathroom off the Com-
mons, numerous plugged lLadies 
restroom toilets off the Com-
mons, and repair of the drinking 
fountain on December 10th. 

Barry Teel is again donating his 
time and equipment to clear the 
Parking Lots at St. Paul’s. We 
have four snow teams estab-
lished and on a schedule to take 
care of the snow over the winter 
and  spring of 2019.  Thank you 
to all the members of the snow 
removal teams.  Your service is 
appreciated. 

If anyone has any issues, ques-
tions, or concerns please don’t 
hesitate to call, text, or send Gary 
an email so he will be aware and 
be able to determine a solution.   

mailto:pcoen@splcomaha.org
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“Fantastic Beasts” Rated PG-13 
and currently in theaters.  This 
prequel to the Harry Potter series 
is the second of its kind in outlin-
ing the landscape of the Harry 
Potter world of magic.  The spe-
cial effects are amazing, the 
acting very solid, but the story-
line is very hard to follow.  The 
sad part of this movie is that it is 
full of sadness, loss and betrayal . 
. . in others words, evil.  Good has 
a hard time of it and the end of 
the story leaves you wanting 
more.  After you watch this mov-
ie let’s talk.   

“Outlaw King” Rated R and is cur-
rently on Netflix and in the thea-
ters.  This story is about Robert 
the Bruce (he is the young prince 
that for a time follows William 
Wallace of Braveheart Fame) and 
ultimately betrays him to pre-
serve Scotland.  However, he is 
compelled to fight the English.  
The recently married young king 
is forced into exile and must raise 
an army of guerrilla warriors to 
do combat against the English.  
Guess what, there is faith, reli-
gion, good versus evil and the 
power of love.  This from a true 
story, so after watching this mov-
ie, I would like to talk with you 
about it.  

Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“The Terror” book written by Dan 
Simmons, and it is also an AMC 
mini-series by the same name.  
Here is one where the book is 
better (at least it was for me).  
Character development, the in-
sight into the Eskimos’ spiritual 
world, the challenges of the arc-
tic weather and the nature of hu-
man sin all are better presented 
in the book.  It is not a fast read, 
but a good one.  After you have 
read it, we should talk.   

 Mardi Gras is coming in March 
Tuesday, March 5th will be our fourth annual Fat Tuesday Mardi Gras 
celebration and auction.  Good food, good drinks, good music and a 
good cause all work together for a good time!  We will continue to 
focus on our Youth & Children’s ministries as well as supporting Out-
reach programs that go into the community to help children and 
families.  Last year we raised almost $55,000 prior to expenses, 
which has made all the difference in the world for the youth and 
children’s ministry, worship and music programs.   

Once again, we will be asking for your support through auction items, helping with the event 
and, of course, helping us share in the celebration as we once again show Omaha that we 
have the best pies and cupcakes in town.  Also, Lutherans know how to have a good time!  
So, put Tuesday March 5th on your calendar and let the good times begin! 
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Happy New Year to All from Your Church Council! 

We thank God for His abundant blessings upon St. 
Paul’s over the past year, and we look forward to all 
He calls us to do in this place, in our community, and 
in our world in the coming year! 

Our December Council Meeting was a very long one, 
but it was productive.  

The majority of our meeting time was spent on three 
main things: 

St. Paul’s Semi-Annual Meeting 
We really want to “Pack the House” for this meeting! 
We want as many congregation members as possible 
to be there to hear about the wonderful things hap-
pening at church and how we can all be a part of 
moving forward in our mission.  We will also vote on 
the 2019 Budget, as well as elect Nominating Com-
mittee Members and Synod Delegates.  We encour-
age ALL members to join us! 

2019 Budget/Current  Financial Situation 
We reviewed a rough draft of the 2019 Budget. Sig-
nificant cuts to the budget have been made over the 
past couple of years, yet at this time we have not re-
ceived enough in pledges to justify our proposed 
budget. We REALLY need EVERYONE to prayerfully 
consider what they can give to support the ministries 
and mission here at St. Paul’s.  It is NOT too late to 
turn in a pledge card if you haven’t yet. If we ALL con-
tribute, we can get through this together.  But it takes 
ALL of us! 

Strategic Planning 
Council and Staff have been considering our Mission 
and Vision for some time now. In early 2019, we hope 
to bring in a consultant from LEAD (Living Everyday As 
Disciples) to help us further define that mission and 
vision. 

Please note: The next “Coffee with the Council” will 
be held on January 13, 2019 at 9:30. We have en-
joyed these opportunities to visit with members of 
the congregation and hear about what is important to 

Council Highlights 
SUBMITTED  THIS  MONTH  BY  SUSIE  STIEREN 

St. Paul’s Council 

Susie Stieren, President  

Jared Collins, Vice President 

Tom Wilson, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 

Dan Abendroth 

Don Anderson 

Jeff Hohenstein 

you. We encourage any one of any age to come chat 
with us! 

Thank you for your support of St. Paul’s Church 
Council in 2018. We are looking forward to continu-
ing to partner with you in 2019 to Share Christ’s 
Message to Transform All Generations! 

Semi-Annual Meeting  
Sunday Schedule 

January 20, 2019 

9:30 am: Sunday School WILL be held as usual 
10:30 am: ONE (shortened) Worship Service 
(NO Saturday 5:30 pm Service January 19th 

NO 8:30 am Service January 20th) 

11:00 am: MEETING in the Sanctuary  
immediately following Worship 

12:00 pm: Potluck  
following the meeting in the  

Family Life Center 

Please plan to be there! 
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From the St. Paul’s Library 

 

W 
andvik, Oma Jean 
Shipman, age 83, of 
Omaha, Nebraska 

passed away Monday, Decem-
ber 3, 2018, at Nebraska Medi-
cine in Omaha. Oma Jean was 
born July 12, 1935 in Peace Val-
ley, Missouri, the daughter of 
Omas and Ruby (McFarland) 
Shipman. She was raised in Mis-
souri and Villisca, Iowa, gradu-
ating from Villisca High School 
in 1953. Oma Jean was united 
in marriage to Sidney Wandvik 
on January 29, 1954 in Omaha, 

Library in the  
Commons 
Each month we put a selection of 
books in The Commons on the 
second weekend of the month 
(January 12-13).  The box to put 
the signed card is also on the ta-
ble.  Please help yourself to one 
of the books that we put on the 
table or stop into the library and 
pick out another selection.  Re-
member to fill out the card with 
your name and phone number 
and the date. 

Thank you for returning the 
books you have borrowed.  There 
is really no set time frame for 
check out but if you have not 
read it within a month, you might 
want to consider returning it so 
someone else can enjoy it. 

Nebraska, where they made 
their home. Oma Jean was a 
homemaker and a faith filled 
woman who was a member of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Millard, Nebraska. Oma Jean 
was an avid reader, enjoyed 
cooking, gardening, and spend-
ing time with her family and 
grandchildren. She was known 
to love garage sales and to be a 
bargain shopper.  
 
Preceding her in death were her 
parents and her husband, Sid-
ney in 2003. Survivors include 
her children: Kevin Wandvik 
and significant other, Kathie of 
Council Bluffs, IA; Kirk Wandvik 
and significant other, Kim of 
Omaha, NE; Nycole Wandvik-
Tolle of Gretna, NE; and Kari 

Robin Salonis and husband John 
of Louisville, NE; 5 grandchil-
dren: Eric John Salonis of Oma-
ha, NE; Bryan Allan Salonis and 
wife Michaela of Omaha, NE; 
Justin Scott Wandvik and wife 
Emily of Council Bluffs, IA; Kas-
sandra Nycole Tolle of Omaha, 
NE; and Andrea Noel Tolle of 
Gretna, NE; 3 great grandchil-
dren: Beau Robert Wandvik; 
Brady Salonis; and Micah Salo-
nis; and many other relatives 
and friends. 

 
A celebration of life service was 
held on  December 8th at the 
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral 
Chapel in Red Oak, Iowa. Burial 
was in the Arlington Cemetery 
near Villisca, Iowa.  

liked the book and why. 

Our selection for January 8th is 
The Orphan Mother, by Robert 
Hicks.  The discussion will be led 
by Judy Gray.  The story is a se-
quel to his earlier novel The Wid-
ow of the South. 

The moving story shares the 
mother’s search for her child’s 
killer.  Set in the time of the re-
construction witnesses are not 
readily forthcoming.  This book is 
an enlightening glimpse into this 
era, slavery and the relationship 
of whites to blacks. 

Hope to see you and a friend on 
Wednesday January 8th. 

Welcome to 
St. Paul’s 
Book Club!  
Won’t you 
join us and 
bring a 
neighbor/
friend with 
you?  On the 
second 
Wednesday 
each month we gather together 
at the church at 10 o’clock to 
share about books we are read-
ing and to discuss the book cho-
sen for the current month’s read.  
This is not a deep discussion time 
but a sharing time about the au-
thor and whether we liked or dis-

Notes from St. Paul’s Book Club 
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Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
https://twitter.com/splcomaha 

https://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

The St. Paul’s Connection  
is a publication of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402-895-3366 
Publication deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Articles/photos/suggestions may 
be submitted to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

 

Red Cross  
Blood Mobile  

January 13, 2019  
7 am  to  Noon 

Appointments  
every 15 minutes  
from 7 am - Noon  

You will be someone’s hero. You 
may give a newborn, a child, a 
mother or father, a sister or a 
brother another chance at life. 
In fact, you can help save up to 
three lives with just one dona-
tion! 

Please contact Jennifer Collins at 
402-940-9525 to schedule an 
appointment. 

St Paul’s is offering the second 
five weeks of the study  The 
Promised One by Nancy Guthrie.  
The study will begin January 10, 
2019 and will be held from 6:30-
8:15 pm.   

The Promised One provides a re-
freshing look at the book of Gen-
esis, guiding the participants in 
discovering how its stories, sym-
bols, people, and promises point 
to Christ.   

The next 5-week session begins 
with Genesis 12 and includes dis-
cussions about Abraham, Abra-
ham and Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and 
The Sons of Jacob.   

We are welcoming new partici-
pants to join us! New participants 
need to complete a registration 
form located at the informational 
table in the commons and you 
may pre-register to purchase a 

The Promised One All-Church Adult Bible Study, 
Part Two, Resumes January 10th 

study guide book for $8.00.  
Books are recommended, but not 
required.  

 If you participated in the first 
session, you are already signed 
up for session two and do not 
need to complete a registra-
tion.    

We were so excited that over six-
ty men and women signed up for 
the first session of the All-Church 
Bible Study! Please join us for the 
next 5-week session to share in 
fellowship and grow in your faith!  

Contact person:   
Colleen Christensen      
email: crchrist51@gmail.com    
phone:  402-339-7722 

Dates of Study:     January 10 
January 17 
January 24 
January 31 
February 7 

 


